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South Station, 2000 — Several development proposals, 
ongoing Central Artery/Tunnel and MBTA construction, and plans 
for major rail improvements are placing great demands on South 
Station as a transportation center and development site, according to 
a recent Move Massachusetts forum. 

Planned rail and transit projects—In addition to existing Amtrak 
and MBTA commuter rail, high-speed (three-hour) trains to New 
York will be starting sometime next year. This would bring the total 
number of New York trains per day to 16. However, congestion at 
South Station 1s a major concern. According to the MBTA, South 
Station could not handle all the new passengers from the proposed 
projects, and by 2010 could not serve about 50,000 new nders per day 
due to limited tracks. 

Silver Line transit to the South Boston waterfront and convention 
center is under construction and scheduled to be in service by 2003. 
The MBTA and Massport are discussing eventually extending the 
service to Logan Airport. A related, but unfunded, plan exists to 
connect the Washington Street branch of the Silver Line to the South 
Boston branch. This would provide through service for the dual-mode 
buses from Dudley Square to Logan Airport, maybe by 2008. 

North Station to South Station rail link, another unfunded 
project with an even less definitive timetable. This project would 
connect north and south Amtrak and commuter rail and provide access 
to the financial district through a new central station. Despite a half- 
dozen years of planning, no Environmental Impact Statement has 
been released. 

Planned development projects include the Hines Interests Limited 
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South Station/ 
Dewey Square 


@) South Station 

@) Federal Reserve Bank 
(3) Central Artery 

4) 175 Federal St. 


©) One Financial Center 


© Stone & Webster Bldg. 


Source: Machado and Silvetti Associates, Inc. 


Partnership's massive development using the South Station air nghts 
owned by Tufts University Development Corp. (see Boston Informer 
no. 38, July/Aug. 1998). It comprises three buildings, a 50-story, 1.25 
million s.f. office/retail building, a 500-room hotel, and a 430,000 s.f. 
office/research building. If construction started soon, it would likely 
disrupt passenger access to the station and discourage rail use, particu- 
larly high-speed New York trains, critical to Amtrak. Station access 
is already hampered by ongoing CA/T construction. 

The U. S. Postal Service is looking at alternative sites for its Fort 
Point Channel facility, especially in the area of the Reserved Channel. 
However if no suitable site in Boston is found, it would stay on the current 
site, which comprises 15 acres with 2,000 linear feet of waterfront. It 
is simultaneously looking at the other future uses or buyers. Ifavailable, 
the site would be the perfect solution to South Station capacity 
limitations and would provide a waterfront park or walkway. 

Abutters to Dewey Square, led by the Federal Reserve Bank with 
designer Machado and Silvetti Associates, have produced a revised 
urban design plan for Dewey Square after CA/T construction is done. 
Design documents will be ready by November 1999. There has been 
virtually no public exposure to the new design. 

The Massachusetts Horticultural Society is proceeding with 
fund-raising for a "three-parcel" facility comprising an open garden, 
a central building and a glasshouse arboretum (see Boston Informer 
no. 27, Sept/Oct. 1996), adjacent to Dewey Square. It expects to 
attract 800,000—1 million visitors per year. 

Two Financial Center, proposed by Rose Associates, a $100 million, 
300,000 s.f. project, would be located behind its existing twin. 


Derclooment) to MAPC chief econamic t developrient plannes | 
Peter Blute, from Massport director to radi io talk shows. : 











Logan-Worcester-Hanscom et al.—The 
dialogue and debate over the proposed Runway 14/ 
32 continue amid the recent incident that resulted in 
the resignation of Massport’s director. Meanwhile, 
the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act office 
granted preliminary approval forthe proposed 5,000- 
foot Logan Airport runway, witha number of condi- 
tions. 

While Massport and the Cellucci Administration 
reject alternatives that could reduce the need for a 
new runway, efforts are underway to prove that 
viable alternatives could reduce Logan's load. How- 
ever, attempts to shift some air traffic to Massport's 
newly acquired Worcester Airport and to Hanscom 
Field, also owned by Massport, have met with oppo- 
sition in both locales. Worcester not only has road- 
way access problems that could be solved by taking 
dozens of houses, but it also tends to be plagued by 
serious fog. Hanscom’s abutters in Lexington, Con- 
cord and Bedford do not want commercial flights 
and have launched a legal campaign to fight the 
recent commercial flight approval. 

Runway opponents eager to cite Amtrak high- 
speed rail as a solution—overall travel time is ex- 
pected to be similar to the total time by air—were set 












Northeastern University is on a 
building kick. Following construction of 
the Marino Recreation Center on Hunting- 
ton Avenuc, Northeastern University's next 
big projects have been residence halls. 
Designed by William Rawn Associates, the 
West Village A opened in September and 
West Village B and C are scheduled to open 
in September 2000. West Village A, a 13- 
story tower off Ruggles Street, houses 585 
students, 164 in single rooms, a relatively 
new feature for Northeastern campus hous- 
ing. West Village B and C will have 485 beds. 

Northeastern's expansion across the Or- 
ange Line to Lower Roxbury includes hous- 
ing, parking and commercial development. 
Located across from Carter Playground on 
Columbus Averue, Davenport Commons, 
which is being developed with Madison 
Park Community Development Corpora- 
tion, will house 610 students and provide 
75 mixed-income home-ownership units 
for the community. Recent design changes 
have retained the existing street pattern, 
eliminating plans for a large block. Work is 
expected to begin this fall. 

At Ruggles/Parcel 18, Northeasternis pro- 
ceeding with the approved plans for the site. 
A 950-car garage next to the station is under 
construction, and a hotel is also in the plans. 


































@ Charles River Bridges—With the 
recent opening of the "Leverett Connec- 
tor," a four-lane, 835-foot-long bridge 
that connects Storrow Drive with I-93 
and Route | in Charlestown, the spotlight 
is now on the second and bigger bridge. 

The main "signature" bridge, a cable- 
stayed bridge with two 270-foot-high in- 
verted Y towers (already visible) will be 
asymmetrical with eight travel lanes be- 
tween the legs of the tower and two extra 
lanes cantilevered from its east side. It will 
be 1,457 feet long, and at 183 feet, it will be 
the widest cable-stayed bridge inthe world. 
The cost is $86.4 million and it is sched- 
uled to be completed in 2001. 

The bridge will carry I-93 mainline traf- 
fic from the north end of the depressed 
Central Artery which rises to meet the bridge 
north of Causeway Street. The conceptual 
design was by Swiss designer Christian Menn; 
final design, HNTB/Figg Engineering Group. 





























6) Millennium Boylston Square— 
The public consultation/scoping session 
for the Boylston Square air rights project 
was held on August 18. The comment 
period is still open for this controversial 









, |Whatever happened with... 
@ Hayward Place, the development site adjacent to Lafayette Place, now used as a 
parking lot. According to the Boston Redevelopment Authority, a new RFP for develop- 
ment is being prepared (the RFP issued three years ago elicited no responses). The RFP 
should be issued in "one to six months." 

Battery Wharf, the proposed North End condominium/hotel/retail development 
on Battery Wharf on Commercial Street, displacing Bay State Lobster. The Raymond 
Property Co., owners of the site, was just recently issued a Chapter 91 waterways license, 
required before work could begin. 
@® The Opera House onlower Washington Street. Restorationis delayed to redesign the 
proposed backstage expansion. Theatre Management Group of Houston, proposes a 
bigger stage and loading facilities for modern performances while minimizing block- 
 |ing Mason Street and rear entrances to Tremont on the Common condominiums. The 
number of seats would be reduced from 2,685 to 2,500. The 1928 Opera House, built as —— 
the Savoy Theater for movies, is on the State and National Registers of Historic Places. |= 
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back when the start of high-speed rail service was 
delayed until 2000. 

Finally, cheap airfares and cheap parking have 
attracted millions to Manchester and Providence 
airports. These two airports continue to grow and are 
beginning to have an affect on Logan traffic. Recent 
estimates say Logan is expected to handle 33 million 
passengers in 2010; Providence, 8 million; and 
Manchester, 3.6 million. Runway opponents say 
that if these trends continue, pressure for the pro- 
posed runway should be lessened. 

Boston Mayor Thomas Menino and Senate Presi- 
dent Thomas Birmingham requested a commission 
to come up witha regional review of the air transport 
issues and to develop an overall plan for the region. 
Governor Cellucci has balked at the idea of a com- 
mission, which has yet to be established by the 
Massachusetts legislature. 

The issue that has not yet surfaced in the debate is 
the capacity of Logan’s access roadways to accom- 
modate the additional passenger loads. The delays 
caused by congested roadways and tunnels and 
pollution from the automobiles may have offset any 
reduction in air traffic delays. 
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project. At a meeting to start the official 
environmental and regulatory review, doz- 
ens of people identified issues for further 
analysis. The project at Boylston Street/ 
Massachusetts Avenue over the MassPike 
would havea49-story residential/hotel tower 
with ground-floor retail. Across the street 
adjacent to Tower Records would be a 14- 
screentheater, retail and "indoorcivic space." 
Among the many comments: 

@ Lookatalternatives, including Berklee 
College of Music's that proposes a land 
swap with Millennium that would have 
Berklee develop over the MassPike 

@ Do not permit the developer to narrow 
the streets to create wider sidewalks—take 
land for wider sidewalks and left-turn lanes 
from the development parcels 

M@ Many proposed developments in the 
area claim the MBTA Green Line will 
carry hundreds of new trips. Since there 
are so many making this claim, a cumula- 
tive transit analysis that takes into account 
the impact of development on the existing 
transit system must be done to see if the 
Green Line could handle the influx. 




















































































The Boston Landmark Commission (BLC) staff has 
recommended the Old Northern Avenue Bridge be 
awarded Landmark status. At a recent BLC hearing, 
over 20 organizations and individuals, including the 
National Park Service, Massachusetts Historical Commis- 
sion, Boston Preservation Alliance, Boston Society of Archi- 
tects and WalkBoston testified in favor of "landmarking" 
and preserving the 1908 Fort Point Channel bridge. 

The bridge is a rare example of a "triple-barreled" 
swing bridge, with the center lane for railroad, the outer 
lanes for vehicular traffic, and cantilevered pedestrian 
walkways on each side. Still operable with the 1908 
mechanism usable as back-up, the major repairs to the 
swing mechanism were done in 1936 and 1986-9. Esti- 
mates for full restoration of the bridge are $8 million— 
$12 million; demolition, $2 million. 

Six developers submitted proposals to the Boston 
Redevelopment Authority (BRA) ranging from resto- 
ration to demolition and replacement. The BRA desig- 
nated Forest City Development as tentative developer. 
Its proposal was to demolish the bridge and replace it 
with a 120,000 s.f. complex of small shops, restaurants, 
marina, and pedestrian crossing. The BRA is currently 
negotiating with Forest City to reduce the scale of the project. 































Welcome to The Boston Informer! 


The goal is simple: provide concise public information on 
construction projects, planning initiatives, and whatever else 
affects living and working in Boston. Welcome to The 
Boston Informer' 


The Boston Informer is published by ATC Information, Inc., six 
times yearly in Boston, Massachusetts. President: Anthony Casendino; 
vice-presidents, Anne McKinnon, Chris Fincham. 

The Boston Informer is available by mail only. $20.00 per year 
(cheap!). Questions? Telephone (617) 723-3584, fax (617) 437-1886 
or e-mail: 103477.556@compuserve.com. 


As pundits wonder if a bridge over Fort Point 
Channel and a tunnel under the Charles River 


would have been easier... 





Wait a minute...is this the 
Fort Point Channel or the Charles River? 
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You were asking... 
Q. Am I correct to conclude that the visible high- 
way scar inflicted on Boston will be tripled by 
the CA/T project, from 9.5 lane-miles (elevated, 
surface, and boat sections) to a whopping 30 
lane-miles? And isn’t the CA/T project’s qua- 

_ drupling of highway capacity, including tun- 
nels, from 11.5 to 45 lane-miles going to encour- 
_ age even more people to try to drive into Boston? 


A. Yes. 


©. How can we get rid of that huge, ugly red 
Budweiser sign on the Causeway Street side of 
the Fleet Center? 

A. Buy oneor more of the following: Delaware North, 

Fleet Bank or Budweiser. 





. What is happening with development in the 
North Station area, covered in last winter's Bos- 
ton Informer? 

A. There seems to have been no progress shared with 
the public, but there are strong rumors that Jerome 
Rappaport Jr., son of the Charles River Park devel- 
oper, may be interested in building office, hotel and 
residential properties on thesites (part of which was 
the old Boston Garden, now demolished), owned 
by the Delaware North Corp., owners of the Fleet 

Center and Boston Bruins. 


. When will the planned reconstruction of Cam- 

bridge Street happen? 

A. Ithas been dropped from the Transportation Im- 
provement Program for 2000. 


Q. Where can I get the great new walking map of 
the original Shawmut Peninsula? 

A. The map, produced by WalkBoston, is available 

for $6.00 (postpaid) from WalkBoston, 156 Milk 

St., Boston, MA 02109 
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